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Network and trust rebate or discount
distributions

DRIEPS discussed the information required by distributors to enable network and
trust rebate distributions to be made.

There are a large number of differing information requirements required by
distributors and trusts at the present time. Each is dependent on how the
distributions are to be calculated and paid to the end use customer. It was
decided that a standard file format would not meet the needs of many Industry
participants unless it was made unduly complicated.

Implementing a complicated file format would require considerable expenditure to
extract the required data from the various customer information and billing
databases. As each recipient would likely use only a small portion of the total
data provided in a standard file to calculate their rebate it was decided that the
cost to the Industry exceeded the benefit of any useful standard file format.

The group’s decision was to leave the provision of information by retailers to
distributors or trusts for the purpose of network and trust rebate distributions
outside of the Industry information protocols. The current process whereby the
parties negotiate their individual requirements, and associated costs, on a
commercial basis is seen as preferable.



